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and low, but especially for those persons who have to make their way 
with their bare atid empty hands. Mr. Simons endeavors to dispel this 
comfortable impression. 

According to him, the Revolution was simply " a violent upheaval of 
society, by which the capitalist class overthrew feudalism." The Consti- 
tution was suggested and framed by " a band of conspirators " merely to 
promote the welfare of that class. When the Constitution had been once 
adopted, the merchants, manufacturers, and bankers threw overboard the 
Southern planters, who had united with them in drafting it, and, led by 
Hamilton, enacted the measures relating to the tariff, the national debt, 
and the national bank which were to establish the supremacy of their 
interests without regard to the interests of the community as a whole. 
The controlling class at this time was really the merchants, since the 
bankers and the manufacturers were as yet comparatively unimportant. 

It was not until after the War of 1812-15 that the tariff began to swell 
abnormally the income of the manufacturer. For a time, says Mr. 
Simons, he wrested possession of the " governmental machine " from the 
merchant; but his hand was gradually unloosed by the Southern chattel 
Blaveholder, who, when forced in his turn to relax his grasp, seceded. 
As soon as the Southerner left the Union, the manufacturer again ac- 
quired control of the central government, and has kept it down to the 
present time. But there are, according to Mr. Simons, portents in the 
political sky that he will, for the second time, have to give way. The 
laborite, like the merchant, the manufacturer, and the slaveholder before 
him, is fighting fiercely for political power — i. e., for the possession of the 
government at Washington. Mr. Simons predicts that he will succeed 
in this contest. "All other classes," he remarks, "have gained power 
only as they have i)€rsuaded, bribed, or terrorized workers into fighting 
or voting for them. Now that the working class is fighting its own 
battles, there is no possibility of defeat." 



Serving the Republic. Memoirs of the Civil and Military Life op 
Nelson A. Miles, Lieutenant-General United States Army. New 
York: Harper & Brothers, 1911. 

A MAN who could, in real warfare, without any previous training at 
a military school, win a colonelcy at twenty-three, and a generalship of 
division — temporary, it is true — at twenty-five, has no reason to apologize 
for publishing his autobiography. 

General Miles has described, with the frankness and simplicity be- 
coming a soldier, the events of his distinguished life. In spirit he is 
optimistic, kindly, liberal, and intensely patriotic — sometimes more than 
generous to individuals, and always never less than fair to sections, even 
when touching subjects of bitter controversy. Although he was designed 
for mercantile pursuits, his military training began at his majority with 
a lieutenancy, and at middle age ended with the incumbency of the great 
office of commander-in-chief of the Federal army. As the Civil War was 
his first experience of active hostilities, it would have been natural had 
he given it a disproportionate importance in his reminiscences. Recog- 
nizing that a full account of the battles he participated in would be, in 
substance, a mere repetition, and being apparently unwilling to confine 
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his recollections to details entirely personal to himself, he exhibited ex- 
cellent judgment in restricting the space devoted to this part of his 
military career. 

The most valuable part of his work is taken up with his achievements 
as an Indian-fighter. The narrative here is quite properly very full. 
When ordered to the West in 1869, as commander of the Fifth United 
States Infantry, the Indians were practically in complete possession of 
the vast area of country lying east of the Rockies, which embraced some 
600,000 square miles. When he was transferred to Governors Island 
many years afterward, that fertile region had, as a whole, been rescued 
from the aboriginal marauders who had so long overrun and terrorized 
it, and thrown open to permanent white settlement. " Between the home- 
builders and the home-destroyers," he says, " our little army had been 
placed, and by its constant watchfulness and splendid services peace and 
security had been established." 

It was largely due to General Miles's talents as a soldier, and to his 
conciliatory spirit as a negotiator, that this happy condition had been 
brought about. 



Fbanz Lizst. By James Huneker. New York: Charles Scribner's 
Sons, 1911. 

This study of Lizst and of his work is neither exhaustive and thor- 
ough, nor has it the distinguishing incisiveness of a carefully written 
monograph. It is rather like a collection of hastily written notes thrown 
together than a constructed book. 

There are pronouns running about the page without antecedents. 
There are sentences like the following: 

" But he, the darling of the gods, fortune fairly pursuing him from 
cradle to grave, nevertheless the existence of this genius was far from 
happy." 

Whatever became of " he " at the beginning of the sentence is never 
divulged. 

There is no consistency at all about the translations. Sometimes quota- 
tions are given in the original or a paragraph is written in a hodge- 
podge of various languages; again so familiar a bit as Francesca's 
speech : 

" nessun maggior dolore 
Che rieordarsi del tempo felice 
Nella miseria," 

is given in a very bad translation only. For dignity, restraint, scholar- 
ship, and care we may always search Mr. Huneker's work in vain. He 
is, however, one of the most broadly read men in America to-day and 
has a wide knowledge and ready acquaintance with the seven arts. He 
is often brilliantly clever as to phrase-making and he has flashes of in- 
sight. Nothing could be more to the point than his complaint that the 
music of Lizst, Wagner, and Berlioz, all three, suffers from an excess of 
profile. He continues to use the barbarous phrase "he stems from," 
probably an attempt at rendering the German stammt her. 
The best parts of the book are the careful analysis of the B-Minor 



